
“So when [Jesus and the disciples] had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.” 

Acts 1:6-9. 

 

Dear Christian friends: 

 

We are in the Easter glory. We have gone through the passion and resurrection of our Lord 

celebrations. Death has been swallowed up by victory. Now we live in the time of the future. We 

have begun a journey with our Lord through our baptism. In that event we were united to the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God has made us into a new creation.  

 

The disciples still were pondering the future, dreaming about it, in the presence of Jesus’ post-

Easter appearances. We can see their goal by listening to the words of their question. They were 

expecting the geographical, political, social state of the kingdom of Israel to be established. Jesus 

thwarted that dream, casting it into a new, grander vision. The disciples would become witnesses 

to the ends of the earth. They were being sent far beyond the traditional boundaries of the 

nationhood! 

 

In our union with Christ Jesus, God has also promised us the Holy Spirit. The presence of the 

Holy Spirit constantly leads us forth in the in-breaking of the kingdom of God in the world. We 

are made witnesses to the good news of God accomplished in Jesus as the Christ. We perform 

this act by the gifts of the Holy Spirit granted to us. Each of us has received gifts to be used in 

conjunction with other baptized members to fully serve the ministry God calls us to manifest.  

 

Leadership is a gift. It is granted to some, like those original disciples, to steward the mission 

work of the church. Leadership is bold. It is visionary. It is risk-taking. It seeks and trains others 

in ministry. The NALC has various levels of leadership, our Bishop John Bradosky being one. 

Every congregation has leadership. Most prominently the congregation experiences leadership 

through the congregational council. The mandate of this council is to lead; have visions and 

dreams; and to begin to enflesh those dreams and visions in the working of the ministry of the 

congregation within and outside the walls of the church building.  

 

This June the five positions for the council-at-large will be elected by the congregation. These 

women and men will help to shepherd the congregation for two years. Consider the call of God 

upon your life. Help to determine where Jesus is commissioning you in the performance of 

ministry. If you discern the gift of leadership in another member, consult them. Ask if they have 

considered contributing to the ministry of the church. Remember to hold the congregational 

council in your prayers that our LORD would continue to bless us until God’s determined end 

for us.  

 

Christ is risen. Serve the Lord.  

 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin.  


